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Abstract

The objectives of the independent study are:

~ to learn about the nature and the extent of village
disputes in Chiang Mai province.

- to learn about the formats, operational processes
individual or institution that performs dispute settlements at village
level.

- to learn about problems, obstacles, results and acceptance
of village dispute settlements.

- to learn about the want and opinion of villagers towards

dispute settlements.




Field questionaires and documentary research are the used
reéearch methodologies. The Sémples are drawn from members of wvillage
committee, parties of disputes in suburb and distant communities in
Chiang Mai province. There are 2 sets of questionaires, closed and
opened ends. Answers from closed end questionaires are analysed by
SPSS PC program. Answers from opened end questionaires are analysed
and demonstrated in descriptive from.

The study finds that dispute settlements at village level
still exist. Both parties of dispute are ready to accept the
settlement in accordance with the law. People deem that dispute
settlements are useful and can bring about satisfaction at a certain
level. Therefore, dispute settlements at village level should continue
to exist and should be modernized. Village arbitrators should be
legally authorized.

There is no differences in accepting settlements to disputes
between near and distant communities and villagers recognize the

importance of dispute settlements more than village leaders.




