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ABSTRACT

With the termination of the Cold War due to the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the difference in political jideologies mno
longer presents a stumbling block to international cooperation. In
this context, there has been a renewed upsurge of interest among
nation-states of the ﬁdrld in economic cooperation as well as
compet.ition. Such transformation is certain to influence to a
great extent the conduct of the foreign policies of those
nstion-states in the international arena. And the foreign
plicies conducted by the governments of many specific countries of
Southeast Asia are no exception. The recent admission of ‘Vietnam
into the ASEAN as the seventh member country on' July 28, 1995 has
done much to stimulate my interest in undertaking a research into

this phenomenal event.



This piece of research aims to do the following:

1. To study the impact on Thailand and the ASEAN in the
pelitical, military, secﬁrity, and economic aspects from Vietnam’s
admission to the ASEAN’S membership in the military’s perspectives

2. To study the past as well as present relationships
among Vietnam, Thailand and the ASEAN while at the same time
looking toward the +trend in the future relations of the two
countries under this new framework.

3. To find out the present attitudes of the Thai

military toward Vietnam in general.

The researcher has administered the written
questionnaire to a selected sample totalling one hundred and fifty
respondents, all of them being commissioned officers from the
three branches of the armed forces. These respondents were at the
time engaged in their academic studies in the various advanced
institutes of the military, namely, the Colleges of the Chief of
Staff of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. They are considered
better experienced and highly competent in their respective duties
both as the commanding and administrative officers in charge of
their varied military units scattered throughout every region of
the country. That is why such respondents have provided a broad
spectrum .of attitudes, thus enabling them to more suitably

represented the overall views of the military as a whole.

The research has found out that the ASEAN membership of
Vietnam by no means has any adverée effect upon the security
cooperation between Vietnam and Thailand and the ASEAN’S‘ security
itself. 1Instead, the very membership of Vietnam is destined %o
make for the increasing international solidarity among the three
entities concerned, perhaps also bringing about more in terms of



economic, social and political potentials. The majority of the
respondents have acquiesced in the recent admission of Vietnam
into_ the folds of the ASHAN by expressing such explicitly
favorable attitudes to that effect. This has no doubt indicated
that the military have nowadays adopted an ever broader worldview
on their part. However, there is still some few of our sampled
respondents who have yet'expressed their concerns about the future
military' security, stating in their opinions that national
economic development ought to go hand in hand with military and
other related aspects of development in order to help strengthen
the stability and security of the nation.



