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ABSTRACT

The thesis entitled, “Alternative Futures for Chiang Mai City: A
Pernpextive of Chiang Mai Elites,” is a qualitative analysis employing an
Etlnwgraphic Futures Research (EFR) technique. It is an anthropological
study in order to obtain qualitative data related to alternative futures for
Chuang Mai. It is based on configuration of three scenarios: optimistic,
pessunistic, and the most probable. In this study, the purposive sampling
was made of 32 persons, who were divided into 5 groups, that is, government
offuals, scholars, politicians, businessmen and elites, and conservationists.
An wterview covered 12 domains related to Chiang Mai in terms of
poi‘;:{aﬁon, administration, economy, society, environment, traffic, fourism,
ma~ media, education, Buddhism and other beliefs, new technology and
citv wlentity.  Once interviews had been held with targeted cohorts, data
wewn analyzed in order to find out the most probable alternative futures for
Chizag Mai. Htis designed to know opinions of the elites in Chiang Mai with
regx to alternative futures for their city. Inaddition, this study is aimed at
fine g social and cultural consequences that might happen in the future

because of Chiang Mai's drastic growth. It is hoped that the results of this
| rescurch  wiil give some alternatives and suggestions to government
agewxies in making an appropriate plan for Chiang Mai development.. It is
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purporied  to  present qualitative and Ethnographic approach for
- implementation in Thailand’s academic circle.

The findings resulted from data analysis can be presented in the
conglomerate most probable scenario for Chiang Mai City in the next 20 years
or in the year 2011 as follows:

_ By the horizon date, Chiang Mai will not be much overpopulated. The
people will have more education, but their quality of life wil! decrease due to
environment change. As regards politics and administration, local
administration will gradually become more independent. Citizens will have
more political consciousness; an election of the governor will be introduced to
the most suitable provinces. At least, Chiang Mai will be one of them.
Chiang Mai Municipality government will change to metropolitan
administration. If the government of Chiang Mai city is still in the form of
municipality, its mayor will be directly elected. Economically speaking,
Chiang Mai will remain to be the economic center of the north and subregion.
Tourism will also be an important source of income and economic stimulant
as in the past. But it will pose a new problem, that is, foreign labor,
especially from Myanmar, Laos, Cambodia, and China will illegally migrate
to Chiang Mai for jobs. However, it is a controllable issue. The more Chiang
Mai is economically developed, the more it will face the problem of
environment. Traffic congestion will be a serious problem for Chiang Mai
people as in Bangkok.  But it is optimistically anticipated that mass
transportation such as monorails or subways will be introduced, including
overpass at intersections.

The cultural features of Chiang Mai, or Lan Na as a .whole, will
function as an important pull factor for tourists to come to Chiang Mai. But
its undesirable consequences will follow: local culture will be affected,
crimes, prostitutes, and HIV AIDS epidemics, etc. will increase. The
scenarists anticipated that tourism will not substantially affect Chiang Mai
culture because there will be an attempt by the government to conserve
indigenous cultures. In general, Chiang Mai is expected to retain much of its
identity as it is going to commemorate the 700th anniversary of its founding
in 1996. Conclusively, the most conglomerate probable alternative futures for
Chiang Mai in the year 2011 will be rather optimistic.



