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ABSTRACT

Eventhough Thailand has begun her industrial
development by declaring the National Social and Economic
Planning, phase 1, 1in 1951, which is 32 years aso, but
poverty, especially in rural areas, is still the unsolvable
for the Thai government, the more widening gaps between the
rich and the poor and also between urban and rural society.
Poverty related ﬁroblems have the tendencies to become more

evident and more violent with the passage of time.

In order to accelerate paces of development at
village level, the project of voluntary development and self
defence villages was originated and carried out as an
important policy of Ministry of Interior in 1875. The prime
objectives are to eétablish law and order at village jevel

to insure safety in life and belongings for the villagers so



as to bring about the foundation for further econonic
development. All of these efforts must be carried out on

voluntary basis.

However, there have been many voluntary development
and self defence villages that are unable to start
development at satisfactory paces. Thus, this independent
study is conducted #to find out the factors which spell
success or failure to voluntary development and self defence

villages in Chiang Rail province.

Data and information are gathered from interviewed
questionaires which are asked to members of village central

compittee, including to villagers themselves.

The study’s findings can be summarized as follow :

1. The villages with high development potentiality
have better chance of success than wvillages with low
development potentiality.

2. The value and consciousness for development
among the villagers are crucial to levels of success in
development.

3. Attitudes that believe in self reliancy is the
deciding factor of success in village development

4. The zeal of the villagers to have participation
in village development is one of the most important
supportive factors.

5. Receiving support from central government and
from provincial government are success indication factor.

6. Levels of knowledge and of competence of
village’s central committee members are also success

indication factor.




The study’s main conclusion is that the status of
being a voluntary development and self defence village has
no effects on development of that village. But, the
operations according to the village’s development plan have
effects in increasing the villagers’ cooperation which in

turn creates high rate of development.
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