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ABSTRACT

| '.Objeétives‘of this‘independent study'are intended
to  examine the political'léaéership of Saddam 'Hussein,_
the Iraqi Present Pre31dent by focusing on (e). the pattern
JTof struggling behav1or in ach;ev1ng power, o ()
characteristiecs of exercls1ng ana' malntalnlng polltlcal
power; and (o) analyzing dominant personal characters " and

factors ' determining polltlcal behaV1ors

) ‘This independent study is a qualitatiﬁeV research;
Sources of information collected, therefore, are. from
books, periodicals, and other printed. matteré' In order to -
ﬁnalyZe this information, the author has applied conceptS:J

_ and theories of polltlcal psychology



;

The result of the study shows that'the early life
of .President_Saddam.Hussein was influeﬁced by:thé‘ process
of Iraq-socializatidn, experiences fron being_opbressed-ahd
‘exploited by superiors, and the unjustness accunulated
during his childhood. These factors made hin a ‘man with an
aﬁbition  and thirst for péwgr. He is a  social
‘revolutionist who strives_for bénstrUcting new social order
and new world order in thé.di?ectiop he wantg., For.,him,
justice and .Feél peace will not exist as long as
reactiohary’ government survives, Zionisn persists,_.and

Arabs ‘lack of . unity.

Within the Arab ﬁaath.Sociélist Pérty, there ére
"many fractions fighting against each other.for conﬂroiling.
power . iﬁ léading.the Pérty, powerl in the Revolutiohar&
Command Coﬁhcil, po#er in thg_govgrnment; and power tc rule
" the country. Saddam Hussein has to compel seﬁere. coercion
and brutality in  getting rid of his competitors and
disobedients. Some observers commented that Saddam Hussein
is &8 heartless perébn with no mercj and affection. ' I'm
fact,'aeeply'inlsaddam HuSsein's;heart,:he still has jmercy

and.éffection_espECially for children.

. Saddam Hussein;$ struggling for power is full of
tactics ~and tricks as well ‘as 'brilliaﬁt  managing
strategies. The power he seized is totalitarian, therefore

he must ﬁée it'tbtalitarianly'ahd'rather arbitrarily.



In maintaining his power, Saddam Hussein utilizes
members of his family, relatiﬁés aé'well as'close_'friends
in order to prop up his pdwer Furthermore he has
developed securlty measures for malntalnlng power, ‘i.e. the
family type administration style; using -power of money
accumulating from his vast cradle of business benefits;
forming up network of secret PoliCE'Diviéions, the Geﬁeral
intelligence Department and the State Internal Security;

"establishing fear, dread, and doubts among the public.

| Saddam Husséin'is a task-motivated leader. Hence,
he. lacks of care for making good relationship with people
‘around him. Since he is the eldest son in the family,
always seeks for 'power, and has a <control over the
totalitarian. power, he is, theréfore,'fond of showing off
power and use the powef boundiessly. .He is stubborn and
likes tojgét the upper handAeveﬁ.thdugh the chancé'is‘@nil°
The leéder,'of his type usually performs well in the
éituation that he has low controlling power. " However he
: can.‘be -friendly and.shows goodx‘relatiOnship with group
members when he is-iﬁ a situation ' of ‘hiéh .cohtrolliﬁg
power. His work performancé will be less effective in the
situation that he has moderste controlllng power ‘which is =&
31tuation surroundlng w1th conflicts and disputes of ideas.
In such_31tuat10n he nmay become harsh or violent in Vorder

to retain a situatien of high"cohtrolling power}



T teh

Saddam Hussein's political life is worth tor-étﬁdy
'and is?chéllenging.to £he critiCS‘especially in the réa of
vice‘_and‘,virtue. We cannot reject his aspiration for
créating_a new order to restore equal econonic opportunity
.and._social jusiiéet, However, we ~cannot  accept ‘the
gtrategies‘ he. use to achieve the desire in-.the way of
' Saddam Hussein. .The modern world today is far progresé and
dfffers'from thé world of Machiéve}li's; Therefore, we do
not jha&e to any mofe-detéin the teachingi of Machiavelii
that "A good leader ought to be both a fox, ana lion."
Instead we should'émﬁhésize the saying ﬁhat "A gcod leader
is the one WHd Qontémplates ch the,vélue of“human ”beihg,
and is able to construct peace and prospérity  for the

society as a whole."



