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ABSTRACT

The practice of occupational health and environment in the hospital is crucial to
promote health and decrease occupational risk among personnel working in the hospital. The
personnel have to work in an environment with working conditions that have potential health
hazards from the working process. The purpose of this study was to investigate roles of
professional nurses who have taken responsibility for occupational health and environmental
practices in public hospitals in northern Thailand with the study sample of 96 professional nurses.
Data collection was conducted from August to September, 2010. The research instrument was a
questionnaire developed by the researcher, consisting of two parts: 1) personal and hospital data,
and 2) roles of professional nurse for occupational health and environmental practices in public
hospitals. The questionnaire was reviewed by the experts and received a content validity index of
.98. The reliability of the second part was tested, and its values of Cronbach's alpha in each role
were at acceptable levels (.90 -.97). Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The study results showed that roles performed by professional nurses for occupational
health and environmental practices in public hospitals at a high level were clinical provider,
health promotion specialist, manager, consultant, counselor, case manager and educator while the

researcher role was performed at a low level. Moreover, fifty percent of the study sample who did



not receive education and training in occupational health nursing also performed the researcher
role at low level and others roles at a high level.

The results of this study indicate the importance of capacity development among
professional nurses who take responsibility for occupational health and environmental practices in
the hospitals, especially the role of researcher related to occupational and environmental health.
This capacity building could be developed by providing the occupational health nursing education
and training for those professional nurses so that they would have an opportunity to enhance their
competencies and could more effectively implement occupational health and environmental

practices in the hospitals.



