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ABSTRACT

Interaction between the mother and infant during infant feeding is a crucial factor
affecting the growth, socio-emotional, and cognitive development of an infant. This interaction
also leads to appropriate adaptation of the maternal role. The purpose of this study was to
describe interaction between mother and infant during infant feeding and the mothers’ related
factors. The concept of the study was based on Barnard’s model and reviewed literature. Subjects
included primipara mothers and infants aged from 1-12 months, who visited the Well Baby Clinic
of Wanornniwas hospital and 18 health care centers in Wanornniwas district, Sakon Nakhon
province during July to December 2007. Sixty pairs of mothers and infants were chosen by
purposive sampling. The research tools included an interview form comprising of demographic
data, the Knowledge of Infant Cues Questionnaire, and the Observation Form on Interaction
between Mother and Infant during Infant Feeding. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics
and the relationship between variables was tested by Spearman rank correlation coefficient and
chi-square.

The results of study revealed that:

1. Eighty five percent (51 pairs) of subjects, mother — infant, had a positive quality of

feeding interaction while 15.0% (9 pairs) had a negative quality of feeding interaction; and



2. Maternal factors, especially the difference experienced in taking care of infants
indicated the difference in interaction between mothers and infants during infant feeding (Fisher’s
Exact Test = .027, p <.05).

The results of this study indicate that experience in taking care of infants is important
to primipara mothers. These may affect appropriate interaction behaviors during infants feeding

among the mothers.



