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ABSTRACT

Occupational accidents in small and medium enterprises are an important occupational
health problem affecting the health status of workers. Risk behaviors are accepted to be a factor related
to occupational accidents. The main purpose of this descriptive correlational study was to examine
occupational accidents, risk behaviors and the relationship between occupational accidents and risk
behaviors among wooden game workers. The study samples comprised 160 wooden game workers
in Chiang Mai province. Data collection was conducted during December, 2007 to January, 2008. The
research instrument was an interview form developed by the researcher based on literature review,
including personal data, occupational accidents, and risk behaviors. The interview form was confirmed
by five experts and received a content validity index of 0.99. The reliability was tested using Cronbach’s
alpha coefficient and its value either total or each aspect of risk behaviors was at an acceptable level
(0.70-0.75). Data analysis was performed using descriptive statistics and Chi square.

The main results demonstrated that the prevalence rate of occupational accidents during
the last three months was 90.00 %. The highest rate of such accidents occurred in decorating process
(96.80%). Further, the prevalence rate of near miss incidents during the last three months was 41.25 %.
Concerning risk behaviors, it was found that, the study sample had total risk behaviors at a high level
(14.37 %) and at a moderate level (71.25 %). Considering each aspect of risk behaviors of the sample,

not using personal protective equipment, using inappropriate machine/equipment and not following



work safety rules had risk behaviors at a high level (17.50 %, 14.38 % and 17.50 % respectively).
In addition, it was found that occupational accidents had a significant relationship with total risk
behaviors (X2 =4.11, p < .05) and only not using personal protective equipment was found to have a
significant relationship with occupational accidents ()(J2 =493,p<.05).

The findings of this study indicate that occupational health nurses and related occupational
and environmental health and safety organizations should recognize the significance of occupational
accidents and continuously systematic surveillance for occupational accidents. In addition, occupational
health nurses should plan for occupational accidents prevention as well as supporting safety behaviors or
reducing risk behaviors in the workplace, focusing on not using personal protective equipment. This is

anticipated to induce safety in the workplace.



