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ABSTRACT

Natural disasters can have an acute impact on the survivors by causing traumatic
wounds. Wound care to prevent infection is crucial. This developmental research was used to
develop guidelines for nurses to prevent wound infection from natural disasters. The guidelines
were developed initially using focus group discussion and literature review. They were then tested
for content validity by experts using two rounds of the Delphi technique. Data collection was
carried out from January to May, 2007. Following this it was tested for feasibility by nurses who
had experiences caring for survivors of natural disasters. Sample was experts in the area of wound
care and infection control (n=19) and nurses (n=16). Instruments to develop the guidelines were
focus group guide, 1™ and 2™ draft of the guidelines, and the guidelines approved by the experts in
second round. Instruments to collect the data were 1% and 2™ questionnaires to request experts to
test for content validity of the guidelines and questionnaire to request nurses to give opinions of

the feasibility of the guidelines. All instruments were tested for content validity which was 0.90.

Results showed that the guidelines composed of 3 components. Wound care at scene,
wound care at the hospital, and environmental care and instrument sterilization. Numbers of items
for each component were 10, 33, and 5 respectively, resulting in a total of 48 items. When the

guidelines were tested for feasibility by asking opinions among nurses, it was found that more



than 80% of nurses agreed on 43 items out of 48 items (89.6%) that were feasible to use. Hand
hygiene was rated as not possible to be carried out. It is recommended that feasibility of the
guidelines should be tested in other hospitals. Also, feasibility should be tested through practice

drills.



