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ABSTRACT

Nosocomial burn wound infection is a serious infection in burn patients, which
impacts them both physically and psychologically. Nurses play an important role in caring for
burn patients. Therefore, nurses should have knowledge and practices in prevention of
nosocomial burn wound infection. The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to examine
the effects of coaching on knowledge and practices of nurses in prevention of nosocomial burn
wound infection. Nine professional nurses working at the burn unit Maharaj Nakom Chiang Mai
Hospital were purposively selected. Data collection was carried out from October 2006 to
January 2007. The research tools consisted of recording data form, knowledge questionnaire
form, practice observation form, coaching plan and manual for prevention of nosocomial bum
wound infection, which were confirmed by the panel of experts. The content validity index of
knowledge questionnaire form and practice observation form were 0.97 and 0.89, whereas their
reliability were 0.73 and the interrater reliability of practice observation was 1, respectively.
Descriptive statistics, Wilcoxon Match-Paired Signed-Rank Test and Chi-square test were used

for data analysis.



The results of this study revealed that after coaching, knowledge scores and
proportion of right practice in prevention of nosocomial burn wound infection of nurses were
statistically higher than before coaching (p < .01 and p <.001).

The findings of this study suggest that coaching could enhance knowledge and
practice skills in prevention of nosocomial bum wound infection among nurses. Therefore
application of coaching to improve knowledge and practice in other nursing activities is

recommended.



