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ABSTRACT

The Neonatal Intensive Care Unit of Srisangwan Hospital delivers care for newborns
and critically ill newborn who weight less than 2500 grams and require close supervision. As
such, these babies also have consume a lot of resources. Unfortunately, there is no reported cost
of nursing activities for these patients. This study, therefore, aimed to analyze the cost of nursing
activities for patients according to their classification in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit,
Srisangwan Hospital, Mae Hong Son Province. Subjects included 11 nurses including ten
professional nurses and one technical nurse as well as 116 neonatal patients. The conceptual
framework for cost analysis was introduced by Kaplan and Cooper (1998), and composed of 4
steps. Research instruments used included a nursing activity dictionary according to patient
classification; and record forms for data of labor cost, capital cost, material cost and time spent in
nursing activities. Content Validity Index was .83 and the interrater reliability of observation was
1.0. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results of this study revealed that the cost of nursing activity in newborn class 1
was 1,054.91 baht, class 2 was 525.32 baht and class 3 was 568.34 baht. The ratio of labor
cost:capital cost:material cost for newborn class 1 was 68.67:13.17:18.16 and class 2

64.98:13.19:21.92 and class 3 was 75.96:15.19:8.85 respectively. Nursing administrators can use



the results of this study as the data bases for determining the price of nursing activities, work
assignments, resource allocation and future planning for the unit budget for the Neonatal

Intensive Nursing Unit of Srisangwan Hospital.



