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ABSTRACT

Hospitalization has various effects on young children and their families.
Studies indicate that parent participation in the care of their hospitalized child is
pivotal to the outcome of a child’s care. However, limited knowledge and
understanding exists about Thai parents’ participation in caring for their hospitalized
child.

This study aimed to explore the process of parent participation in the care of
hospitalized young children. Informants included 19 Thai parents of children aged
0-5 and admitted to the pediatric ward of Chon Buri Hospital. Data were collected
from in-depth interviews of informants, participant observations, and reviewing

medical records. Grounded theory methodology was used for data analysis.



The findings indicated that “doing anything for an ill child” was a core
category of the process of parent participation in the care of their hospitalized young
children. The process composed of three phases: carrying on home practices, learning
new things, and working together with health care professionals in their child’s care.
The process of “doing anything for an ill child” was an interaction stemming from the
causal conditions involving parents in caring for their ill child. These causal
conditions included both concerning about needs of an ill child and concerning about
self. This process was completed under four important contexts: belief in the
capability of physicians and nurses, ward environment, utensils and accessories
available for an ill child, and visiting rules. Intervening conditions also influenced the
process, including communicating with health care professionals, being accepted by
others in their child’s care, accepting the maternal role in their child’s care, time
availability, child’s dependency, and distance from home to hospital. The
consequence of these interactions was, “perceiving the outcomes of doing anything
for an ill child,” which included outcomes of the children, their parents, and nurses.

The findings of this study provide a basis for understanding the process of
Thai parents’ participation in the care of their hospitalized young children. In
addition, it gives basic information for health care professionals to improve their
practice, study, and nursing research, in order to enhance the effectiveness of Thai
parents’ participation in caring for their young child during hospitalization. These

findings may also reduce the effects of hospitalization on children and their parents.
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