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ABSTRACT

Karen parents of hospitalized children with malarial disease are impact during their
child’s illness and hospitalization. As such, these parents need to adjust their holistic balance in
order to cope with inevitable stresses. The purpose of this study was to examine needs among
Karen parents of hospitalized children with malarial disease. Neuman (1995) holistic view was
used as a framework for this study. The subjects consisted of 75 Karen parents whose children
present with malarial disease, are under the aged of 15 years, and have been admitted in the
general unit at Umphang Hospital during 1 July 2003 to 31 December 2003. The Karen
interpreter collected the data by interviewing the parents. Descriptive statistic was used to
analyzed the data,

The study found that, the Karen parents indicated the first 3 items that they needs the
most in cach dimension were as follows:

Intrapersonal need: the physiological dimension, they need room to have no bad smell,
mosquitoes and others insect (89.3 %), to see the doctor when they get sick (82.7 %), to have
someone taking care their children in case when they leave (50.7%); the psychological
dimension, they need to have doctor or nurse visit their children every time when their symptoms

change (94.7 %), to have some advises in caring their children (94.6 %), and to have informed by



doctor or nurse when their children get worse or have progressive treatment (93.4 %); the
developmental dimension, they need to respect their children as well as touch and speak with
them gently (92.0 %), to have participated and assisted in caring their children (86.7 %), and
prevention accidents (85.3 %); the sociocultural dimension, they need received care equally
(88.0 %), named them and their children gently (72.0 %); the spiritual dimension, they need to be
informed and confirmed about their children recovering and discharging by health care team
(94.7 %), their children recover promptly (93.3 %), and informed that their children received the
best care (92.0 %).

Interpersonal need: they need to have good relationship and communication with the
health care team (93.3 %), to have the interpreter (92.0 %), and getting to know the care taker
(88.0 %).

Extrapersonal need: they need cleaned and good smell rest room (92.0 %), food
canteen with reasonable price in hospital (88.0 %), and having toys and living room in the ward
(66.7 %).

The results of this study suggest that, Umphang hospital’s staff should recognize of
needs among Karen parents whose children are afflicted with malaria. According to their holistic
needs, this recognition will help parents compensate their own needs so they in turn can better

care for ill child.



