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Abstract

Cervical cancer screening by Papanicolaou (Pap) smear becomes the standard for
diagnosis and early detection. However, there is only a few of women who are screened for
cervical cancer because of lack of knowledge of cervical cancer and having negative attitude
toward cervical cancer screening.

The purpose of this quasi-experimental research was to examine the effects of
participatory learning program on knowledge of cervical cancer, attitude toward cervical cancer
screening, and intention of having cervical cancer screening. The subjects were 60 married
women living in Chaiburi district, Surat Thani province. They were selected by multi-stage
sampling and equally assigned to either an experimental or a control group. The experimental
group received a participatory leaming program. The research instruments were a participatory
learning program three times and questionnaire consisting of four parts: demographic data,
knowledge of cervical cancer, attitude toward cervical cancer screening, and intention of having



cervical cancer screening. Data were analyzed by frequency, percentage, means, standard
deviation, dependent t-test, analysis of covariance, McNemar, and Z-test.

The results of the study were as follows:

1. The experimental group showed significantly better knowledge of cervical cancer
than before starting the program (P <.001);

2. The experimental group showed significantly more positive attitude toward
cervical cancer screening than before starting the program (P <.001);

3. The experimental group showed significantly more intention of having cervical
cancer screening than before starting the program (P <..001);

4. The experimental group showed significantly better knowledge of cervical cancer
than the control group (P <.001);

5. The experimental group showed significantly more positive attitude toward
cervical cancer screening than the control group (P <.001); and

6. The experimental group showed significantly more intention of having cervical
cancer screening than the control group (P <.001).

The findings of this study showed that the participatory leaming program could
improve knowledge of cervical cancer, attitude toward cervical cancer screening, and intention of
having cervical cancer screening. Therefore, it is recommened that program be used to promote
cervical cancer scregning among the women.
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