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Abstract

Amphetamine dependence is accepted to be a public health problem and harmful
either in Thailand or other countries around the world. The adolescents is a high risk group to
amphetamine dependence because of a rapid changes in terms of physiological and psychological
dimension.

The purpose of this study was to describe risk and protective factors among
adolescents for amphetamine dependence. The 174 adolescents who were diagnosed as
amphetamine dependence and were 15-19 years old was the study population. These adolescents
were treated at in-patient department of the Chiang Mai Dependence Treatment Center and
The Matrix Program at Suanprung Hospital. Data were obtained during November 2002 to

January 2003. The instrument, developed by the researcher, consisted of two parts: the Demographic



Data Form, and the Risk and Protective Factors among individual with peer, school, family, and
community basing on the risk and protective factors model of Hawkins, Catalano, & Miller (1992).
Content validity was assured with content validity index of 0.86. The internal consistency
reliability was tested using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient for the Risk and Protective Factors
Questionnaire and its value was 0.89. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics.

The results revealed that adolescents with amphetamine dependence who were on the
process of treatment had 13 risk factors out of 25 factors. Risk factors include individual-peer
group 6 factors, family 2 factors, school 1 factor, and community 4 factors. Protective factors
had 5 factors out of 10 factors. Protective factors include individual-peer group 2 factors, family
3 factors.

The findings provided baseline information for associate’s organizations such as
family, peer group, teacher, community, mass media, and government to plan for prevention

amphetamine dependence using of risk and protective factors that found from this study.



