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Abstract

Cancer and ifs treatment has serious physical, psycho-emotional and social on
adolescents with caner reflecting their needs to be responded by nurses. However, no related
study is reported. | The purpose of this study was to describe and compare needs of
adolescents with cancer as perceived by themselves and by nurses. The purposive samples
were 30 adolescents cancer aged 10-16 years admitted in pediatric wards of caring, Maharaj
Nakorn Chaing Mai and Buddhachinaraj Hospitals during August to October 2000, and 13
registered nurses working in those pediatric wards and had expetiences in caring for
adolescents with cancer at least 1 year. Instruments consisted of Needs Scales of
Adolescent with Cancer for Adolescents and Nurses. Data were analyzed by using
descriptive statistics and Man-Whitney U test.

Thé results of this study revealed that tl?e majority of the adolescents with

cancer {86.67 %) had overall needs as well as physical, psycho-emotional and social needs at
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a high level (86.67%, 86.67%, 90%, 76.67% repectively). All nurses (100%) perceived that
adolescents with cancer had overall, physical and psycho- emotional needs at a high level.
The majority nurses (92.31%) perceived that social needs of the adolescents were at
a high level. In addition, overall and physical needs of adolescents with cancer as
perceived by themselves and nurses were significant differences at the level of .05.

The results of the study suggest that nurses should understand adolescent
cancer’s needs and be aware of the differences between adolescent cancer’s needs as

perceived by themselves and nurses in order to provide appropriate nursing care.



