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ABSTRACT

Rescue volunteers' activities caused them to have a chance to contact blood or body
fluid and consequently increase risk of infection from accident victims. Preventive behaviors are
crucial to reduce those risks. The purpose of this quasi-experimental study was to determine the
effects of work related infection education on health beliefs and preventive behaviors among
rescue volunteers. Samples were 14 rescue volunteers who participated in emergency medical
service at Sakaew Crown Prince Hospital during April to June 2001. The instruments for the
intervention consisted of the planned work related infection education and handbook. The
instruments for data collection consisted of demographic data questionnaire, health belief
questionnaire, preventive behavior questionnaire and preventive behavior observation form. The
instruments were examined by 5 experts for content v.'alidity, and the content validity index of the
health belief questionnaire, preventive behavior questionnaire, and preventive behavior
observation form were 0.87, 0.94, and 0.94, respectively. The coefficient alpha reliability of
health belief questionnaire and preventive behavior questionnaire were 0.81 and 0.89,
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respectively. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. The hypotﬁeses were tested by
Wilcoxon matched paired signed ranks test. The resulis showed that:

1. After receiving the intervention, the means score of health belief among samples
was statistically significant higher than before the intervention (p < .01). The means score of
perceived susceptibility, perceived severity and perceived benefits were statistically significant
higher than before the interveﬁtion (p <.01). However, the means score of perceived barriers was
not statistically significant difference.

2. After receiving the intervention, the means score of preventive behavior was
statistically significant higher than before the intervention (p <.01).

The results suggested that the prehospital care agencies should apply the intervention

in other types of prehospital care rescue volunteers to reduce the risk of work related infection.



