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Abstract

The purposes of this stdy were to study critical thinking among nurses at
community hospitals in Uttaradit province and to examine the relationship between critical
thinking ability and age, years of nursing experience and level of education. The population
comprised of 202 nurses at community hospitals in Uttaradit province. The study instrument
consisted of two parts : personal data and Watson - Glaser Critical Thinking Appraisal : Form
Aand B (1980) adapted by Sasitorn Chittputti (1996). The teliability of the instrument using
K-R20 was 0.65. Data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage, the mean, standard
deviation, percentage of the mean, Pearson’s Product- moment correlation and Point biserial

correlation.



The results of this study showed that cntical thinking ability among murses was
nearly high level (percentage of the mean scores were 61.69). Age and years of nursing
experience were found to be negatively related to critical thinking ability (r=-27, r=-.24).
Level of education was found to be positively related to critical thinking ability (r = .23).
The results of this study can use as baseline data for improving critical thinking ability in

HUrses.



