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Abstract

Heterosexuality has been a majority cause of AIDS epidemic in Thailand,
paricularly among Thai men age between 20-29 years old. Most of these men received
HIV infection during their adolescence. In addition, many Thai adolescent males engage in
sexual behaviors that place them at high risk for HIV infection. Therefore, the‘s.tudy of
sexual behaviors and determinants of intentions to use condoms to prevent HIV infection
among male adolescenis was -crucial for providing significant information to develop
methods for HIV prevention among male adolescents. The purposes of this study were to
describe’  sexual behaviors and predictability of attitudes toward condom use and
subjective norms about condom use among male adolescents. The Theory of Reasoned
Action was used as a framework of the study. The study popljlation was 1,108 male
students grades 10-12 attending four public schools in Muang District, Chiang Mai
Province during second semester of the academic year of 1996. Three quesionnaires;

Demographic Data Form, Sexual Behaviors Scale, and a Theory of Reasoned Action



Scale  of Condom Use were used fo collect the data. The data were analyzed using
frequency, percent, and stepwise multiple regression.

The findings related to sexual behaviors of the 1,108 male adolescents showed
a low percentage of sexually experienced male adolescents, 13.4% (148 adolescents). For
age at first sex, found 35.1% and 25.7% of the subjects reported having first sex at 15 and
16 years of age. Most of adolescents (98%) reported having a nonprostitute female, especially
their lovers (57.4%) as their first sexual partner. The majority (93.4%) of them reported their
next sexual partner was a lover. Among 125 male adolescents who had sex with lovers,
nearly three fourths (73.6%) repoded having a high frequency of sex and only 9.6%
reported that they used condom every time, and a half (55.2%) reported never use a
condom. Of 70 male adolescents who had sex with females who were not their lovers nor
prostitutes; nearly a half (47.2%) reported having sex seldomly and 41.4% reported having
sex frequently while 40% reported using a condom every time, and 27.1% reported never
use a condom. Of 22 male adolescents who had sex with prostitute females, 54.6%
reported having sex seldomly, 54.6% reported using a condom every time, and 13.6%
reported never use a condom.

The findings related to the determinants of intentions to use condoms were as
followed. Intentions to use condoms with lovers were significantly predicted by éttitudes
toward using a condom with lovers and subjective norms about condom use with lovers
(muiltiple R = .62, F = 19.68, p < .0001; B ¢ = .36, p <.001; Bs, = 27 p <.01). The attitudes and
subjective norms together accounted for 28% of the. variability in the intentions. Intentions
to use condoms with females who were not lovers nor prostitutes were significantly
predicted only by subjective norms (multiple R = .52, F = 25,37, p <.0001; Bsn=.52, p<
.0001). The subjective norms accounted for 27% of the variability in the intentions.
Intentions  to use condoms with prostitute ‘females were significantly predicted only by
subjective norms about using condoms with prostitute females (rﬁuttiple R=.70,F=20.13, p
<.001; Bsy =.70, p <.001). The subjective norms accounted for 50% of the variability in the
intentions. |

| The findings provide important implications for assessing sexual behaviors of

male adolescents and providing the adolescents advices related to condom use for



preventing HIV infection. The findings also provide implications for nursing research to
develop appropriate methods for promoting condom use to prevent HIV prevention

among male adolescents.



