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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive research ws to investigate
the backgrounds of, the knowledge and attitude about and the pattern
of substance abuse in a group of addicts. The subjects consisted of
177 addicts receiving treatment at Chonburi hospital. Data was
collected through self-reporting. The instruments employed were
1) a questionnaire containing a series of questions asking about
subjects’ backgrounds and substances used, 2) a questionnaire find
out what the subjects know about addictive substances, and 3) an
attitude scale concerning the substances used. Content wvalidity of
the knowledge questionnaire and the attitude scales were examined by
specialists and the reliability of these instruments were assessed by

means of Kuder-Richardson formula 20 and Cronbach’s coefficient,



respectively. From these, the reliability coefficients of these scales
were 0.80 and 0.81,respectively. Data were analyzed by SPSS/PC*program.

The study results were as follows:

1. In terms of the subjects’ background, the study revealed
that most subjects (93.22%) were male. Around twenty five percent of
the subjects (25.42%) were aged between 26-30 years. Fourty eight
percent (48.02%) perceived that their parents had good relationships,
and 62.15% perceived that they had good relationships between the
family members. Fifty one percent (51.41%) reported the age of first
substance using was between 16-20 years, 80.22% lived in lightly
populated areas, and 69.49% lived in a community which had other
substance using.

2. The subjects had a high level of knowledge related to
addictive substances.

3. Most subjects held the attitude that the use of addictive
substances was detrimental.

4. There was positive relationship, although not a strong one
between the subjects’ education and their knowledge of substance abuse
(r=.3718,p=.001). There was a slight positive relationship between the
subjects’ education and their attitude toward addictive substances
GrE 1530 ) @520 .

5. There was a slight positive relationship between the
subjects’ perception of the parents’ relationship and their attitude
toward addictive substances (r=.1779 p=.01).

6. There was a slight positive relationship between the
subjects’ perception of the family members relationship and their
attitude toward addictive substances (r=.1488, p=.05).



7. There were slight positive relationship between the
subjects’ location and their knowledge of substance abuse (r=.2663,
p=.001) and between the subjects’ location and their attitude toward
addictive substances(r=.1882, p=.01).

8. There was a slight negative relationship between the
subjects’ peergroups location and their knowledge of substance abuse
(r=.1425, p=.05).



