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Abstract

The purpose of this descriptive study was to examine the
role of nurses in home health care for psychiatric patients as
perceived by professional nurses in the Department of Mental Health.
The sample was 292 professional nurses working in psychiatric
hospitals at the Department of Mental Health, selected by using the
multi-stages sampling method. The instrument, developed by the
reseacher, was composed of two parts: the first part was personal data

and the second, the role of nurses in home health care for



psychiatric patients data, was modified from the concepts of Klebanoff
(1997). Content validity was examined by five experts and reliability
using Cronbach’s alpha coefficient was .89. Data were analyzed by
using descriptive statistics.

The results of this study showed that 66.5% of sample
perceived that totally the role of nurses in home health care for
psychiatric patients should be put into practice at a high level.
Regarding each aspect of murses’ role, it was found that the roles of
clinician, consultant and teacher were perceived to be put into
practice at a high level 60.4 % 62.1 % and 77.0 %; respectively.

The findings of this study indicate that the perceived role of
professional nurses regarding home health care for psychiatric
patients is not yet satisfied. To improve such perception, the
Department of Mental Health should provide the training courses to
strengthen knowledge and skills for the professional nurses in order
to efficiently improve the quality of home health care for

psychiatric patients.



