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Abstract

_Héspital personnel have a high risk of hepatitis B infection. This descriptive study aims
to determine. the prevalence and distribution of hepatitis B infection and the relationsﬁip between
selected factors and hepatitis B infection among personhe! of Srisangvorn Sukothai hospital. Tﬁe
population consists Qf 118 Srisangvofn S‘ukothai hospital personnel who work in exposure to blood
and body fluids. All had blood screeﬁing for hepatitis B infection tn the 1997 annual health project.
The population consists of 62 old group of hospitai. personnel who had been tested negative for
antigen and antibody of hepatitis B virus and. 56 new group of hospital personnel who were tested
for the first time. The research instruments used for dats collecﬁon developed by researcher were
blood record forms and self-administered questionnaires about selected factors of hepatitis B

infection. The questionnaire was tested for content validity by experts, the interrater agreement of



the questionnaire was 0.808. The data was analysed by using descriptive statistics, Chi square test
and Fisher s exact test
| The results of the study revealed that: 30 of the hospital personnel were infected with
hepatitis B virus. The prevalence rate of hepatitis B infection was 25.42 percent. There were 12 old
group hospital personnel who were infected and the incidence rate of hepatitis B infection -was
19.35 cases per 100 old group hospital personnel. The highest incidence rate was found in
following groups: female, widow or divorce status, 20-29 years aQe group, duration of work was 4
years of below, and position of registered nurse. There were 18 new group hospital personnel who
were infected and the prevalence rate of hepatitis B infection was 32,14 percent. The highest
prevalence rate was found in the following groups: male, widow or divorce status, agsd from 40
year and above, 20 years or more duration of work, and position of dentist. The personnel who
worked in tow exposure blood and body fluids area had higher infection rate than personnel who
worked in high exposure area in both groups.

Thére were statistically significant relationships between hepatitis B infection in old
group hospital personnel and age, duration of work and exposure to blood and body fluids while
working at level of 0.05. In new group hospital personnel age and duration of work have 3
relationship with hepatitis B infection at level of 0.05 and there were no statistically significant
relationships between hepatitis B infection and exposure to blood and body fluids while working.
There were no statistically significant relationships between hepatitis B infection and sex
department, history of hepatitis B in family, history of dental treatment, -history of operation, sexual
intercourse, ear piercing and previous hepatitis B vaccina_tion in both groups.

The risk. of hepatitis B infection can be prevented by prevention of blood and body
fluids exposure. The hospital should provide sufficient universal precautions instruments, education
of hospital personnel about blood and body - fluids precautions and hepatitis B immunization to

hospital personnel who work in high risk area.



