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Abstract

This comparative descriptive designed study was to
investigate the informational needs of Chinese premastectomy
patients and spouses. The objectives of this study were to
describe the informational needs of premastectomy patients and
their spouses, and to compare the informational needs between
patients and spouses. The study was conducted from December,
1996 to February, 1997 in three clinical medical colleges in
Xi’an, Shaanxi, P.R. China, Forty premastectomy patients and
their spouses participated in the study at the second admitted
day. The instrument used for data collection was a

questionnaire which was composed of two parts: Demographic



1X

Data Form, Patients Informational Need Assessment Scale

(PINAS) and Spouses Informational Need Assessment Scale

(SINAS} which were developed by the researcher. The content
validity of PINAS and SINAS were tested by the experts in the
relevant fields. The reliability of PINAS and SINAS were .96
and .93, respectively. Descriptive statistics and t-test
were used to analyze data.

The results of this study revealed that:

1. The informational needs perceived by the Chinese
premastectomy patients was moderate important. Information
about the disease and treatment was the priority informational
needs and as the moderate important. Othér informational
needs, in order of descending degree of importance, included
information about the physical condition, psychological well-
being, family well-being, and social well-being. The first
rated informational needs was need of knowing what patients
should do after surgery to prevent negative consequences of
the surgery. The least rated informational needs was need of
knowing how disease and surgery may affect patients’s ability
toc carry on uéual social activities,.

2. The informational needs perceived by spouses was
moderate important. Information about the disease and
treatment was the priority informational needs and as the most

important. Other informational needs, in order of



descending degree of importance, included information about
the physical condition, psychological well-being, family well-
being, and social well-being. To know the diagnosis was the
first priority of all the informational needs. The lesst
rated informational needs was need of knowing how disease and
surgery may affect patients’ ability to carry on ﬁsual social
activities.

3. There was no difference on total informational
needs between the premastectomy patients and their spouses,
but there was significant difference on information about
disease and treatment between the patients and their spouses
at the level of .05. Spouses rated information about the
diagnostic tests/results and the patients?’ condition
significantly higher than the patients at the level of .01,
and rated information about the diagnosis, the causes of
signs/ symptoms, and possible complications of surgery
significantly higher than patients at the level of .05.

The findings of the study may be implicated to nursing
practice, nursing administration, and nursing education in
helping nurses, nursing administrators, and nursing educators
to be much aware of the informational needs of premastectomy
patients and spouses. They may also be implicated to nursing
research by providing baseline data for further research and

inspiring other people to further explore in this area.



