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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to investigate social support.,
self-esteem and examine the relationship between social support and
self-esteem of early adult thalassemic patient. The subjects were 60
early adult thalassemic patients attended the adult haematologics out-
patient clinic at Maharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai hospital during August to
September 1996, The instruments used for data collection composed of
three parts: patient’s record form, Social Support Questionnaire which
Natenapa Khupantavee (1991) modified f{from Cobb and Schaefer et al.,
and Self-esteem Questiomnaire which Pongsri Srimoragot (1993) adapted
from Rosenbérg Self-esteem Scale. The content wvalidity of both
questionnaires was tested out and the reliahility was obtained by
means of Cronbach’s coefficient alpha. The reliabilities for social

supporf, and self-esteem questionnaires were .87 and .80 respectively.



Demographic data were analyzed by using frequency, percentage,
means, and standard deviation. Correlation between variables was
analyzed by using Pearson’s product moment correlation coefficient.

The results of the study revealed that.:

i. Early adult thalassemic patient perceived the overall
social support score at a high level, and score for every subscale was
also at a high level, but informational support score was less than
the others.

2. Self-esteem of early adult thalassemic patient was at a
high level.

3. There was statistically significant positive moderate
correlation between social support and self-esteem at a .001 level.

(r = .5438)



