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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study the role of professional

nurses in nosocomial infection prevention and control, to compare the

practices between professional nurses who worked in regional hospitals

and those

in general hospitals in the northeastern region, and to

describe support, problems, and suggestions for practicing in the role

of nosocomial infection prevention and control. The samples were two

stage random sampling consisted of 388 professional nurses working in

3 regional hospitals and 8 general hospitals in the northeastern region.

The research instrumentéwas a questionnaire developed by the researcher.



The questionnaire was composed of 3 parts: personnal data; the role of
professional nurses in nosocomial infection prevention and control; and
support, problems and suggestions for practicing in the role of
nosocomial infection prevention and control. The content validity was
examined by 9 experts. The questionnaire was pretested with 60 profes-
sional nurses and the reliability was obtained by Cronbach's coefficient
alpha (r=0.94). The questionnaires were posted to the sample during
September and October, 1995. Data were analysed using percentage, mean,
standard deviation, t-test, and one way ANOVA.

The main findings of the study indicated that:

The professional nurses practiced in the role of prevention and
control of nosocomial infection at the most frequent level. When
considered in subscale, it was found that professional nurses performed
in part of participating in nosocomial infection surveillance, using
nursing techique in prevention and control of nosocomial infection,
taking care for environment, and communication about nosocomial infection
with health personnel and hospital departments regarding nosocomial
infection prevention and control were at the most frequent level. The
subscale of the research participation regarding nosocomial infection
was at least frequent level. There was no statistically significant
difference in the role of prevention and control of nosocomial infection
practiced by professional nurses 1in regional hospitals and general
hospitals in the overall practice. When considered in subscale, it was
found a statistically significant difference only in ward environmental

care subscale (p< 0.05).



The presence of an infection control ward nurse supported the
practice in the role of nosocomial infection prevention and control of
professional nurses, however, the problems in practice were barriers to
the performance of the nurses regarding this role. The nurses who
difference in other factors, including duty in practice, unit in practice,
participation in meeting/training course/seminar, the availability of
practice manuals, the presence of a working committee, the presence of
infect.ion control nurses, the presence of practice control, and the
evaluation, had no effect on the mentioned role of professional nurses.
The problems in practicing of professional nurses were insufficient number
of staff, inadequate working space, no isolation room, insufficient and
poor quality protective barriers, inappropriate handwashing equipment,
lack of cooperation from physicians and nurses, incorrect use of
disinfectant, no consultants, lack of Lknowledge, no attention from
adrinistrator, and lack of support from head nurse.

Recommendat.ions to improve practices in the role of professional
nurses in prevention and control nosocomail infection have been
suggested including providing +training courses, improving the ward
environment, providing sufficient supply of good quality protective
barriers, providing sufficient and appropriate handwashing equipment,

providing a consultant or committee, support from administrator.





