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 Abstract

The puspose of this descriptive study was to investigate the
personality and the family background of suspected rapists. Subjects
vere 6 rapists who were sent by Jjudge or police investigator for
psychiatric examination at Nitichitawej Hospital in Bangkok. Subjects
were selecf.ed using purposive sampling method. The instruments employed
in this study were Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI)
translated into Thai by La-au Phongpanich (1993) and the indepth

interview guide developed by the researcher. The validity of the MMPI



was evaluated by a panel of éxperts and reliability was obtained by
mean of test-retest method.

Data regarding personality was collected by subject self
report in MMPI. Family backgrounds of the subjects was disclosed by
subject and/or close relatives via indepth interview by the researcher.
Demographic data related to personality were analyzed and categorized
statistically, and qualitative data were analyzed by mean of content
analysis.

The study revealed that: most rapists had a paranoid
personality, psychopathic, psychasthenia, schizophrenia and hypomania
respectively. Related to family backgrounds, it is disclosed that,
most of them were from conflicted families and had experienced hard
rearing by their parents, lack of discipline particulary in the area
of moral standard and severe punishing from parents. Father or mother
was addicted to alcohol, gambling, adultery, and severe family
conflicts. Most of subjects had conflicts with their mothers and
siblings. Subjects who had conflict with their wives had been deserted.
A1l of them were depressed and acted aggressively and socialized among
peers who had behavioral problems. The reasons given for their acts
were temptation on past of the victims, anger toward women broken up

with, chances and the performance acts after viewing others.



