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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this research was to study the personality
characteristics of professional nurses practicing with psychiatric
patients in northern region. The population consisted of 76
professional nurses practicing in Suanprung Hospital of Mental Health
Department and Meharaj Nakorn Chiang Mai Hospital, Faculty of
Medicine, Chiang Mai University. The research instrument used for data

collection was the California Psychological Inventory (CPI). The




reliability of the test was obtained by test-retest method. It was
found that the relisbility coefficients of 18 scales of the California
Psychological Inventory were ranged between 0.82 to 0.97.

The results of the analyses revealed that the personality
characteristics of professional nurses practicing with psychiatric
patients in northern region had standard scores between 38 to 54,
which were found normal. The lowest standard score was Communality and
the highest standard score was Good Impression. Four scales which had
scores above the mean of standard scores line were Dominace, Good
Impression, Achievement via Independence,and Psychological Mindedness.

In addition, it was found that the professional nurses who had
different educational background had significantly different
personality characteristics at .05 level on three scales, namely,
Achievement via Independence, Psychological Mindedness, and
Flexibility. The professional nurses who had different experience of
precticing with psychiatric patients had significantly different
personality characteristics at .05 level on three scales, namely,
Responsibility, Achievement via Independence, ard Psychological
Mindedness ; and at .01 level on two scales, namely, Sociability and

Flexibility.




