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Abstract

The purpose of this research was to study knowledge and practice
related to infection control and prevention in caring for infants of HIV-
infected mothers who took their 3-12 months children for physical check up
or to receive treatment at the out patient department, Chiangrai hospital
during June 8 to September 15,1995. A purposive sample of 86 HIV-infected
mothers was employed. The research instrument was an interview form
consisting of three parts: personal data, a knowledge assessment and a
practice assessment. The content validity was assessed by 7 experts. The
instrument was pretested with 20 HIV-infected mothers. The reliability
of the knowledge assessment was 0.80 and the practice assessment was

0.76. Data were collected by interview and analyzed by using frequency,



percentage, means, standard deviation and Pearson’s product moment
correlation coefficient.

The result of the research revealed that most of HIV-infected
mothers had a moderate level of knowledge and practice in caring for
infants. There was a statistically significant positive relationship
between knowledge and practice (r= 0.8) at the level of .001

The result of this research indicated that health education
relating to infection control and prevention in caring for infants
should be supplemented to HIV- infected mothers. The appropriate audio
visual aids should be developed to facilitate better practice among

HIV-infected mothers in order to improve their infants’ quality of life.



