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Abstract

The purposes of this study were threefold: to study parental
knowledge comfort and responses regarding adolescent sexual development,
to compare parental kmowledge and comfort, and to investigate the rela-
tionship between parental knowledge and comfort regarding adolescent
sexual development. Proportional stratified sampling was used to obtain
474 parents of students, aged 12 to 18 year old, studying in secondary
school level and high school level. The instrument used for data col-
lection was a set of questionnaire. Data were analyzed using SPSS/PC+

program for frequency, percentage, arithmetic mean and standard deviation.



The hypotheses were tested by Pearson’s product moment correla-
tion coefficient and z-test. The results of the study indicated that:

1. The majority of the sample had good knowledge with regard
to adolescent sexual develop;nent.

2. Fathers®’ knowledge and mothérs’ knowledge were not signifi-
cantly different. There was a statistical difference between the
imowledge of male students’ mothers and female students’ mothers at the
level of significant.01. There was a st-af.ist.ical difference between the
knowledge of male students® fathers and female students’ fathers at the
level of significant .01

3. The majority of the sample had little comfort in talking
with or advicing their children about sexual development, the fathers
of female students and the mothers of malé student.s in particular.

4. Fathers’ comfort and mothers’ comfort were not significantly
different. There was no significant difference between the comfort of
male students’ mothers and f emale students® mothers , but there was a
statistical difference between the comfort of male students’ fathers and
female students’ fathers at the level of significant .01

5. The majority of the sample had appropriate response with
regarded to adolescent sexual development.

6. There was no statistical significance relationship between

knowledge and comfort of both fathers and mothers,



