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Abstract

Almost g1l needlestick or sharp injuries are commonly found in
nursing personnel. Despite this the incidence for needlestick or sharp
injuries  in +this group is unavailable. This study was therefore
designed to investigate the incidence for needlestick or sharp injuries
related to patient care among nursing personnel, %o identify the
mursing activities causing needlestick or sharp injuries, and +to
examine the self-care practices of nursing personnel after such
injuries. The study population consisted of 336 nursing personnel

working at Sawanpracharak Hospital. The study was carried out from



March to August, 1994, Dsta were collected through self-reporting,
using research instruments modified from +the recording form on
occupational injuries related 1o patient care among health care
personnel of the Ministry of Public Health. Descriptive statistics
were adopted in data analysis in terms of frequency, percentage and
1ncidencé rate.

The major findings showed that thirty six nursing personnel
Vreported having injuries. Since some of them had multiple injuries,
the +total number of injuries was forty—four. The incidence rate was
found +to be 13.10 injuries per 100 nursing personnel per ¢ months.
Almost a1l of the nursing persommel who were frequently injured were
registered nurses (72.22X%), aged 30-34 years (33.34X%X) with a having
working experience between six and ten years{(36.11%). Nearly one-third
of those injured were working in Pediatric ward (30.56%). Needles were
the most common object causing injury (72.73%). Some of these needles
or other sharp objects causing injury were contaminated by patient's
blood (53.08%), The most commonly injuréd body part was hands (97.73%).
However, such injuries were occurred mostly after undertaking nursing
activities (58.82%). Injection, a nursing activity, was +the most
common  cause of injuries (40.9iX). The First-Aid used immediately,
after injuries was squeezing blood and cleaning'wound with water and
704 alcohol (38.684%). After injuries, some of them (56.82%) wenk +to
the Hea§ Nurse in the ward for a complete report snd a few of +them
(20.46%) needed a further appropriate counseling. After counseling

only33.33% of them took blood test to detect HIV infection.



It is important +to provide eduacation for nursing personnel
regarding nursing activities in relation to needles or sharp obJects.
Additionally needle disposal containers should be provided so as to

decrease needlestick or sharp injuries among nursing personnel.



