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Abstract

The main purpose of this researeh'was to study the factors
infiuencing the practices of universal precautions among professional
nurses of Nan hospital . The relationships between lnowledge,
perceptions and attitude toward UPs, patient-care experience , type
of Jjob, administrative support from the hospital and the practices of
universal precautions were examined. This research was undertaken
between November 1 and December 30, 1993. The population studied was
118 professional nurses at Nan hospital. Data was collected by

self-administered cuestiomaire and analysed by using frequency



ii

distribution,' arithmetic mean, standard deviation, Pearson’s product
moment, correlation coefficient and multiple correlation.

The results revealed that the professional nurses at Nan
hospital had good UPs practices (average score was 79.5 percent of
total scores), but only moderate knowledge and - perception of UPs
{average sScore were T78.8 and 74.9 perceﬁt of total scores
respectively). The nurses had a sound attitude toward UPs and felt
that they received good administrative support from the hospital
(average score was 85.5 and T4.8 percent of total scores respectively).
There were positive correlations at a statistically significant level
(P < .001) between administrative support from the hospital, attitude
toward UPs and UPs practices. There uere positive.correlﬁtions at a
statistically significant 1level (P ¢ .01 and P < .05 respectively)
between perceptions, knowledge and UPs practices. There were negative
correlation betueen experience of AIDS patiént-care and UPs practices
{(P>.05). There wWere no staiistiéally'significant correiations between
type of Job, experiences of HIV infected patientfcare and UPs
practices. Mnltiﬁle regression analysis showed that administrative
support from tﬁe hospital and nurses’ attitude could predict UPs
pfactices about, 28.%0 percent..

It is still important and necessary to educate the
professional nurses about AIDS and UPs practices, especially accident
prevention, appropriate use of protective barriers, disinfection and
sterilization. Continuous monitoring and evaluation of UPs practices
including administrative support on appropriate protective barrier.

are also needed.




