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Abstract

A study of 102 hands from 32 males and 19 females fresh cadavers. The age
range was between 33-92 years to determine the anatomical variations of the recurrent
branch of the median nerve. Three pattern of variation can be classified namely, type llI
(extraligamentous type) 79.4%, type I (subligamentous type) 11.8% and type |
(transligamentous type) 8.8%. Fifty-five point nine percent of the origin of the recurrent
branch was from the radial aspect and 44.1% from the anterior aspect. These recurrent
branches were consisted of 84.3% of single branch and 15.7% of muitiple branches.
The distance between the origin of the recurrent branch to pisiform bone averaged as
42.0614.49 mm. A result of the comparison between two hands were studied, the origin
and number of the recurrent branch and their courses were identical in most cadavers

(>66%). No correlation was found between the course of the recurrent branch of the



median nerve and age or sexes. Histologically, a Masson's Trichrome method can
clearly differentiate the three types of recurrent branch of the median nerve. Armed with

these detailed anatomical variations, a surgeon might improve his surgical outcome.



