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Abstract

This thesis aims to study the activation of memories and cultural reconsolidation of
Chiangkham Thai-Lue community in Phayao province from 1977 to 2007 which is a cultural
movement of Chiangkham Thai-Lues to construct their identities and cultural space through
restoring historical consciousness and cultural consolidation.

The study reveals that the impacts from national development, Chiangkham economic
change, and the changing Thai social context lead to the restoration of Chiangkham Thai-Lues’
historical consciousness. As Thai social context permitted the study of local history, The outside
scholars thus have come to study Thai-Lues. This greatly affected the local scholars who
disseminated concepts and means to restoring Lues’ culture to various groups of people.
Moreover, the support from the locals and politicians made Lue consciousness regained its

important to the community.



The Chiangkham Lue-ness have become noticeable through “the Thai-Lue festival”
arrangement which made Chiangkham Lue-ness important and more widely recognized. The
presntation of Chiangkham Thai-Lues’ identity reflects the new Lue-ness which is different from
the former. The new Lue-ness presenting through the festival does not meet with the Lue’s real
way of life as the presentation purpose is to construct the space for the Lue and show ethnic
culture to the public.

Under this cultural restoration process through the arrangement of “the Thai-Lue festival”
reproducing over 10 times, the perception of Lue ethnicity have been circulated to the local and
international arena. This restoration of culture make Lue-ness become valuable asset. Various
groups of people thus try to involve in Thai-Lue cultural management in many ways to reap as
much benefit. The negotiation of interest leads to the balancing of cultural management for

maintaining Thai-Lue culture.



