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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate Assamese Loanwords as they appeared in
the Ahom Language and to study the factors that related to loanwords initiation.

Results of the study revealed that there are 290 words in Ahom Language borrowed from
Assamese of which 173 words belong to proper noun, 117 words belong to common noun.

The study focused on the characteristics of Assamese loanwords found that there are two
characteristics of Assamese Loanwords in the Ahom languages. There are 82 words which belong
to original orthography and 208 words which belong to three derivative aspects: consonant,
vowel and syllabic change. There might be a change in one derivative aspect, two derivative
aspects or all of the three aspects.

In addition, the study found that there are three factors related to loanwords initiation

namely immigration, governance, and religion.



