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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze structures of Tai Lue folktales. In this
study, the features of the structures of Tai Lue folktales are based on the theory
proposed by Robert E. Longacre on notional structure. The data include
one hundred and forty-nine Tai Lue folktales which are published by Tai Lue
new alphabets.

The findings of the study could be summarized as follows : based on
the number of components, Tai Lue folktales can be divided into five types, that
are the one with seven components as 1234567, the one with six components as
123456, 123457 and 234567, the one with five components as 12345, 12456,
12347 and 23456, the one with four components as 1456, 1245 and 2345 and the one
with two components as 45. This finding indicates that most Tai Lue folktales
need not consist of seven components. (The numbers 1 to 7 are the symbols of
each component : 1 is exposition, 2 is inciting moment, 3 is developing conflict,
4 is climax, 5 is denouement, 6 is final suspense and 7 is conclusion.)

For the finding of the components of structures of Tai Lue folktales,
each component can be supported by evidences as the linguistic evidences such as
noun phrases, and verb phrases with stative verbs, and others, as well as the
content evidences like character change.



