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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research is to analyze the aim, principal and
procedure of Buddhadasa Bikkhu’s Dhammic Economy Perspective and Chiara
Lubich’s Theory of the Economy of Communion. The aim is to bring these theories to
comparative analysis. The research method is a documentary in nature, and it is
presented in a descriptive way.

The study found that the root of their theories come from a real
understanding of the essence of religion, which is the foundations of their world
vision. According to Buddhadasa Bhikkhu, it is all things things happen by the cause
and the effect based on Conditionality Theory called Idappaccayata. The World
vision of Chiara is God is Love. He is the father of all. Their world vision become the
paradigm for living and the impact is to the transform the society. Buddhadasa’s
paradigm is voidness (Sunnata) as for Chiara’s paradigm is Trinitarian (the three
person in one God) They bring to the Ideal missions. Buddhadasa has 3 dedications,
which are (1) For the Buddhists and the adherents of other religions to understand the
profound meaning of their religions. (2) To create a mutual understanding among
religions. (3) To drive people out of materialism. Chiara’s aim of life is to realize the
prayer of Jesus, which is “May they all be one” (John. 17:21). Therefore Dhammic
Economy Perspective and the Theory of the Economy of Communion were used as
means to achieve their Ideal goal. The goal is to bring people and society toward the
highest good based on Peace and universal brotherhood.

The principal of Dhammic Economy is the economy based on Dhamma. As
for the Economy of Communion is the Economy of Communion is a work of God.

The principals have been compared and understood by importance given to self

development and social transformation motivated by altruistic attitude. Again the

principal of economy is characterized by love and wisdom. Their aim is to bring the
super mundane religion to the level profane, to everyday experience

The procedure of Buddhadasa and Chiara’s theories are divided into 2 levels:

individual and social.

1. On the Individual level Buddhadasa Bhikkhu proposes the motto

of “plain living and high thinking” as a way of life. Where as

Chiara proposes a way of life according to the rainbow colour.

Both of the procedure create an understanding of correct living,

which is nothing but love and wisdom. Through this procedure



they make it possible to bring super mundane and everyday living
on the same ground. This way the life develops in a holistic
fashion. At this stage, Religion can offer the meaning of life which
one is looking for, and the ultimate truth is no longer beyond one’s
reach, it is available here and now.

2. On the Social Level Buddhadasa Bhikkhu proposes the way to
manage social-economy which is called Dhammic Socialism. His
social economy is primarily based on Dhamma and for common
benefits. All human beings should reciprocate with each other
because all experience sufferings, like birth, old age, sickness and
death. Whereas, Chiara proposes the enterprise of Economy of
Communion. It is an enterprise which builds up on the unity of
common good. The way Economy of Communion works it is
feasible that even Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s Dhammic Economy can
be treated as a cooperative spirit and commune (common)
economic system be implemented

Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s view of Dhammic Economy is the idea of bringing
morality into modern society. To bring morality into modern society is possible as it
is clearly reflected in the theory of Economy of Communion. This theory has
brought into practice and became successful. Dhammic Economy Perspective of
Buddhadasa Bhikkhu and Theory of Economy of Communion of Chiara Lubich can
be called combindly as Economic Culture which is a key to human development and
to bring them together based on social harmony, peace and universal brotherhood.



