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ABSTRACT

The Objective of the thesis is to study aesthetics in Zen painting. The scope of study
covers & topics, i.e., aesthetic value, aesthetic attitude and aesthetics experience. Methodology is
documentary research by which Zen texts and pictures are be analyzed.

The study’s result is found as following. Attitude on Zen aesthetics in aimed at
destroying the idea of dualism by discomposing the subject and order to reach emptiness which is
free from imagination simplicity and selflessness will arise automatically.

Aesthetic value in Zen painting is characterized as subjective one, arisen from intuition
based on simplicity without compounding in the artist’s mind and in apparent art object. It’s from
uniting truth and beauty exterior and interior together.

Experience in Zen Aesthetics arises from feeling that goes beyond the imagination
which causes the self-perception to the artist/audience and created/seem art materials. Zen uses
the aesthetic experience as a means to the truth experience. In other words, to make aesthetic
experience as the same and one with the truth experience in Zen Buddhism. This state is called
Tathata or suchness.

Summarily, Zen aesthetics is to behold the world and all things life and mind as one in

holistic way, without imagination of self which is just a creation of human’s mind.



