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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to study the cultural strategies of the Presbyterian
missionaries in their activities that had the purpose of propagating the Christian
religion and creating an ideal Christian community through education within the
context of cultural interaction and the impact on Chiang Mai society during the years
1873-1941. The area of focus is Dara Academy, a school for girls, and The Prince
Royal’s College, a school for boys, both managed by the Presbyterian missionaries in
Chiang Mai city, beginning in 1873 up to 1941 when the missionaries were forced to
leave the country as they became classified as the enemies during the Second World
War.

The study shows that in their early years the missionaries combined education
with medical care and publishing in order to build a good Christian society in line
with their concept of a dual world of Christian and Non-Christian. Their target groups
were the new Christian converts and underprivileged in society. Schooling
emphasized the home school method. At the same time, the missionaries had to
survive in the northern Thai society by learning about its culture, balancing interests,
and bargaining with the political powers of both Siam and Lan Na.

In the second phase after 1921, as their position strengthened when Lan Na
was being integrated into Siam, the missionaries accepted the political expansion of
the Siamese state and the spread of Bangkok culture. They built an educational
standard with emphasis on curricula that responded to social changes, making the
schools popular to the extent that they could charge fees instead of providing free
education as formerly.

In the third phase, the missionaries became part of the ruling class, blending
well with the patronage system in Thai society. They were supported by the local elite



and alumni, especially in the financial area at the time when they had to be more self-
reliant. As far as the social environment was concerned, the modernization process on
the western model reduced the gap between the local “uncivilized” society and the
“civilized” western society as envisioned in the dual world concept. The schools
performed the duty of responding to the western standard of education and producing
good citizens for the Siamese government in accordance with the National Education
Law. This indicates the changes in strategy by the missionaries before the Second
World War that had an important impact on the schools. They became institutions for
the socialization of sons and daughters in society to become knowledgeable and
equipped with occupational skills as well as how to maintain the quality of life and be
in tune with the cultural changes in language, traditions, world view and modern
values. The missionaries supported these values and measures so that the Christian
religion could have influence on Thai society and culture at large, even though the
number of converts did not substantially increase. This was a significant strategic
change in order to maintain the roles of Christians and Christianity in Chiang Mai
society.



