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ABSTRACT

The research aims to study forms and contents of 11 manuscripts of the Lanna
prophetic literature, 9 written in prose and 2 in verse, and to analyze their social
impacts. The prominent characteristics of the Lanna prophetic literature are the
Buddha’s foretelling of places, events, and persons.

The structure of the Lanna prophetic literature was composed of 3 parts,
namely, an introduction, which was the cause why Buddha did the foretelling, a plot,
which was the order of the content of the Buddha’s prophecy, and a conclusion,
which reiterated the importance of prophecy. In terms of contents, it was found that
the Lanna prophetic literature was mainly drawn from the Mahasubina Jataka in the
Tipitaka, which is a Buddha’s prophetic story. Even though differed in details, the
manuscripts of Lanna prophetic literature had the same objective, that is, to caution
readers to be aware of what would happen in the future if people lack morals.

In terms of social value, it was found that the prophetic literature had been
valuable to the Lanna society in that it taught people to follow Buddhist practices and

to implant people with merit making and its merited results.



