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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to study Professor Dr. Nidhi Eoseewong’s
perspectives on the Thai nation and Thainess, to study what globalization is according
to Nidhi, to study Nidhi’s views on Thainess in globalization, and to discover ways to
adjust for the survival of Thainess in the current acceleration of the globalization

processes according to Nidhi.

The study was based on the articles related to the views on Thainess and
globalization, starting from 1988 — the present. Fifteen out of more than 2,000 of
Nidhi Eoseewong’s articles were selected by paying attention mainly to the key
words: Thainess, Thai Nation, Thai Nationalism and Globalization in the context. The
research was conducted as a qualitative analysis focusing on Thainess, Thai Nation,
Thai Nationalism and Globalization as the main subjects to reflect Nidhi Eoseewong’s

Views.
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The results of the study revealed that the Thai nation and Thainess to Nidhi
were a diverse ethnic group that was changeable and unstable, and they were the
imagined community invented by the government in each period that should be
redefined in response to various ethnic groups in Thailand because diversity brought
prosperity and security to the nation. In studying Nidhi’s view on Globalization, it
was found that globalization was the process that had altered the world in four
dimensions: globalization of communication, economic globalization, political
globalization, and cultural globalization. To Nidhi, globalization was misinterpreted
in the Thai social context; that is, it emphasized capital flow too much. Thailand
should think about connecting to the world to draw other skills or technologies to
answer Thai social problems. Regarding Nidhi’s views on Thainess in globalization,
Thainess did not guarantee citizenship to people in Thailand because the definition of
Thainess was not open to diversity of religion, race and history. If Thailand continued
to hold on to the irrelevant traditional Thainess in globalization, Thais would be
practically meaningless in the present globalization because nowadays more and more
communities in the world were calling for acceptance of diversity. The ways to adjust
for the survival of Thainess in the current acceleration of the globalization processes
according to Nidhi were to understand that identity is unstable, and in fact it is
changeable, then Thainess should be fair to all and based on the understanding of
diversities in Thailand. This would enable Thais to stand upright realizing their

weaknesses and learning from them to be able to survive in the world.



