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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study, are: 1) to find out the similarities and differences of gender ideologies
portrayed in Thai contemporary children’s books; 2) to enhance the understanding of the significance and
function of verbal and visual language in creating gender ideologies; and 3) to study the construction of gender

biases in Thai contemporary children’s books for boys and girls through visual and verbal language usage.

Findings from the analysis of verbal and visual language in eight Thai contemporary children’s books are
that there are some similarities but they are not as significant as the differences. Boys and girls are portrayed
differently in terms of five main components which are 1) setting and space, 2) mannerisms, 3) social
relationships, 4) activities and interests, 5) ways of learning. In addition, the use of stereotypes in Thai
children’s books is one way of reinforcing stereotypical ideas that still exist in Thai society. The differences in
the use of verbal and visual language show a gender bias problem in Thailand. The language used implies
submissive characteristics in females which lead to the problem of gender biases in society where women are

treated differently from males.

Furthermore, gender ideologies are carried over within society through the language used in Children’s books.
The repetitions of this event are a propagation of gender stereotypes to the people who read them. Therefore,
studying the impact of the language used will create an awareness in readers to pay more careful attention when

consuming children’s books.



