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Abstract

The purpose of this independent study is to study the attitudes of working women in
Mueang District, Chiang Mai towards marriage decision. It will investigate the factors that affect
the changing attitudes toward marriage decision of working women of all marital status. The paper
will also survey the attitudes of the middle-aged women (late thirties to over forties) towards
marriage. This study is based on the following hypotheses:

1. Improvement in education, occupation and economic status is the factor that affects the
attitudes of Chiang Mai women towards marriage. These have the influence on their decision in
delaying marriage and staying single.

2. The longer the women stay single (in their late thirties to over forties), the higher
number of them remain single.

The data was collected in a form of questionnaire distributed to 120 women from 6
different occupations;

1. Specialist group

2. Administrative and policy maker group

3. Official and office worker group

4. Business group

5. Service group
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6. Unskilled worker group

The result of the survey is education factor seems to be the main reason that delays
women’s marriage as women now want to continue their study to the highest level. Most
respondents also think that women in the country get married earlier than those in the city.

Occupation and economic status are the other two important factors influencing over
women’s attitude towards marriage. This survey found that almost half of the respondents do not
see much value of marriage. Only women in group 4 (business group) and group 6 (unskilled
worker group) thought that marriage is still important in their life. However, most respondents said
financial problems would have influence over their decision to get married earlier and to find a
financial support from men.

An additional factor that makes women delay marriage or stay single is they cannot find an
appropriate mate, especially those women who have successfully achieved in career, finance and
education.

The number of single women is significantly increasing because modern women’s attitude
towards being single is changed. Most women show the positive attitude toward single women by
seeing those single women as smart and able to stand by themselves. However, there are very few
women who believe that the single women have some kind of flaws.

From the interview on the opinions of women aged over 40 years old, it was found that
almost all of them are satisfied with their single status and do not want to marry.

In sum, the survey result on the women’s opinions indicates that the role of women and
their attitudes towards marriage have changed but some traditional beliefs and values of a “good

wife” and a “homemaker” still remains.



