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Abstract

The research studies elements of “Kham Wentharn” as ritua literature and
usage of Kham Wentharn in social context. The data used here are collected from
manuscripts, cassette tapes, and interviews with informants and local ritualists as well
as participating in observation of the actual rites in Mae Taeng District, Chiang Mai
Province.

The study comprises 3 parts. composition of the ritual practice, literary
elements and Kham Wentharn in social context.

In the ritual practice, Kham Wentharn means the Lanna long incantation
spoken in offering ams to the temples. Its purpose is to report to the Buddhist
community in details the list of sacrifices being offered. In such a rite, “Pujarn”
performs as aritualist.

As for literary elements, records of Kham Wentharn are found in 3 formats:
Lanna folded book, book form and notebook recording. It is written in “Ral”
convention.  The content of Kham Wentharn is structured into 5 parts:
Sommakhruatarn (pardon words that purify the offerings), invocation of gods, praising
the Triple Gem (the Buddha, Dharma and Sangha), announcing the donors and
offering incantation in Pali.

Kham Wentharn in social context can be adjusted to suit the time duration and
an occasion of each ritual practice. It serves 3 functions: giving detailed account of an
occasion and the offerings, sanctifying the rite, and passing on knowledge to

participants.



