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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the relationship of construction and use of
dwellings between the Wat and the villages, focussing on a case study of Thungsaliam
District, Sukhothai Province.

From the study it was found that the building of the Wat in the time of the
Buddha happened from the faith of villagers, and the Wat was variously célled Arama,
Avasa,Vihara, etc. The Wats used to the be dwelling of monks and provided support
and help for villagers, as a center of propagating Buddhism. As for building the Wat in
the present, it happens from the faith of villagers. The Wat is not only the dwelling of
monks but also the place that provides support, help for villagers, a place of
association of villagers where they meet each other, a center of arts and culture,' and
the place of education, etc.

It was further found that the building of the dwelling dates from the time of the
Buddha. There are adjusted and changed step by step along with the periods according

to tradition. Building the dwellings in the time of the Buddha was done only by a



millionaire or a wealthy person who built it as donation and the persons who used the
dwelling were monks only

In the present, concerning building the dwellings there is no single person who
gets being the only one host but it has became a cooperation of villagers both
concerning property and labour because they think the Wat is the property of villagers
and an honour for villagers. If they can build big and beautiful dwellings, it means the
villagers cooperate and take care of the Wat very well, since building a big dwellings
without property means people have to build the dwellings slowly. Some places have
used a long time, about 7-8 years before finishing, and when everything is completed,
there is a great celebration by inviting people from other villages to make merit
together to show that they are interested in the Wat of those villages. Regarding the
form of the dwellings in the present, it is seen that they have been built according to
tradition in line with the discipline and monks who are still regarded as guides for the
people.

As for the benefit of using the dwellings, it is differrent from the time of the
Buddha because then only monks use this dwelling. Now the villagers have benefited
from the dwellings which have been built, i.e. being used as a place for making merit

on occasions, being used as meeting place or as a unit of election, etc.



