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ABSTRACT

This thesis aims to analyze compound words in theTai Yai language and the factors
influencing the composition of the words. In this study, the data includes Tai Yai documents,
both alphabets and writing style, which have been published since 1960. The study also
conducted thorough interviews with Tai Yai peoples living in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

The research revealed that compound words in Tai Yai can be structurally categorized
into two groups : compound words composed of head-attributes and compound words
composed of head-head. The compound words in these two structures consists mostly of single words.
This shows that Tai Yai is an isolating language, therefore, the word composition is composed by
compounding single words together.

As for the origin of Tai Yai compound words, the research revealed three categorics :
compound words consisting of ‘pure’ Tai Yai words, compound words consisting of Tai Yai words and
loan words, and compound words consisting exclusively of loan words from Burmese, Pali, Sanskrit
and Thai languages .

The meaning of Tai Yai compound words can be categorized into two groups : compound

words that are directly concerned with the meaning of the original words and compound words that are



connotatively concerned with the meaning of the original words. The latter maybe formed by either
metaphor process or metonymy process.

As for the factors influencing the compound word compositions, the research further
revealed three factors : politics, migration and adoption of western cultures. These 3 factors not only
influence language changes, but also impact writing style . These changes are seen as replacement of
loan words with compound words, formation of compound words from loan words and Tai Yai words

and adaptation loan compound words into Tai Yai writing style.



