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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s Perspectives on Nibbana, by
using the following focal points: background and factor of explanation, method of explanation,
method of presentation, and other factors that make Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s thought acceptable.

From the study it was found that Nibbana in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s Perspectives is
coherence with Tadanga-Nirodha: extinction by substitution of opposites. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu
studies this concept and presents it in a new light, differing from traditional Buddhist teaching in
Thailand that deviate from the original Tipitaka. Buddhadasa Bhikkhu explains Nibbana though
several set of explanation such as Sunnata, PaticcaSamupada, Idappaccayata, Anatta, Tathata, and
Atummayata, etc. His method of explanation follows the way of Ariyasacca 4 (The Four Noble
Truths). His method of presentation uses lectures, Dhamma puzzle slogans, and harmony with
nature: all these needs can be alleviated intellectually and provide the mind with stimuli to get rid
of defilement and suffering in a rational way. Examples all given thoughout the presentations, and
they are scientific in a rational way. Examples all given thoughout the presentations, and they are
scintific in character, and can be put into practice, making Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s perspectives on
Nibbana acceptable.,

Thus Nibbana in Buddhadasa Bhikkhu’s perspectives is the “here and now” aspect of the
Nibbana which enables us to understand and experience it and which can lead us to effective
extinction of defilement and suffering in this life.
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