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ABSTRACT

This thesis is a historical study about a people’s political movement in the
Northern Thai Farmer Network. The Northern Thai Farmer Network is closely related to
the changes in the communities chosen for this case study, Ban Rim Doi and Ban Kun
Huay Nai.

In both communities, the movement process is closely related to changes in access
and use of natural resources. In particular, the following three external factors have had
significant impacts: the expansion of state power in resource management and control,
the expansion of the capitalist system; and changes in state policy. These factors have
caused conflicts over access and use of resources between villagers and the state, and
between different groups of villagers within the same community.

The expansion of state power in controlling and managing resources has changed
use and access to resources in the communities. Using practices based on forest
conservation, the state has prevented villagers from using land for farming. Especially in
areas where this land is important for subsistence cultivation, this has led to a conflict
between villagers and the state.

The expansion of capitalism and changes in state policies have also changed
access and use of resources. Different groups of villagers within the same community do
not have equal use and access to natural resources. As a result, there is a power conflict
among the villagers over access and use of resources.

The changes and power conflicts led to the development of a people’s political
movement within the communities. This movement was characterized by the pattern of
"political movement as villagers™ and the use of the Northern Thai Farmer Network, Non
— Governmental Organizations, academic professors, and reviving the cultural system.
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In the context of the conflict with the state, this helped the villagers gain power
and the opportunity to use and access resources and to solve the disagreements that had
arisen. The political movement proceeded with villagers of every class in the community
participating together with the Northern Thai Farmer Network, Non — Governmental
Organizations, and academic professors in order to change their power relations with the
state. In addition, they revived the cultural system and created the identity of "villagers
as conservationists" in order to create equitable use and access to natural resources.

Regarding the conflict between villagers in the same community, the political
movement was catalyzed by groups of villagers who been affected by the seizure of
natural resources by other groups of villagers. Joining in their political movement with
the Northern Thai Farmer Network, Non — Governmental Organizations, and academic
professors, they have pressured the groups of villagers who have seized control of
resources and pressured the government to aid in solving the problems. Simultaneously,
they have adjusted the cultural system to be a foundation in creating equal and just access
and use of natural resources.

Regarding Ban Rim Doi, they have been able to solve the problems and
contention; therefore, the villagers have ceased their political movement with the
Northern Thai Farmer Network, Non — Governmental Organizations, and academic
professors. In contrast, in Ban Kun Huay Nai, the conflict among the villagers still
remains. Therefore, the villagers who have been negatively affected continue to use the
Northern Thai Farmer Network, Non — Governmental Organizations, and academic
professors to address their problems.



