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ABSTRACT

The aim of the thesis is to study the concept of PUBBESANNIVASA in Theravada
Buddhism. The scope is to analyze the meaning, supportive factors, value and the meaning of life
arising from bilateral interaction between man and everything such as himself, society, animal and his
environment in daily life.

From the study, it was found that PUBBESANNIVASA in literature means living together in
past lives as family, lovers or friends. Particularly past lives of the Lord Buddha with others were
revealed in many of Buddhist canons, Jataka for example. Revelation of PUBBESANNIVASA comes
to the Lord Buddha by attainment of Pubbenivasanussatiﬁﬁr}a in the time of getting enlightenment by
recounting his countless previous lives as well as others. The truth of life was revealed: due to rebirth,
all beings have to deal with in the countless numbers cycles of rebirths. Each individual had been
reborn since long ago, and has to proceed in that process as long as the hindrance of proceeding,
ignorance (Avijja), has still not yet been eliminated.

According to Buddhist principle, there is equal chance to be born in any world, whether a
place of suffering or happiness. Man can be reborn in the animal kingdom and vice versa, man can be
reborn in the forum of angels and, likewise, angels can be reborn in the forum of creatures. All
proceeding depends on the Law of Karma. However, rebirth in human form is a blessing. The form of

the human being is the only one that was bestowed with the capacity and privilege of terming their



own future lives and the next life. That is, if man does good deeds with the right understanding in the
present, he will be born in the better world directly. Logically, the present live is the consequence of
the past life and the future or next life is the consequence of past and present life. So, the meaning of
life is not only about doing good in the present, but is also purification of the past as well as for
creating future well being.

Therefore, living together in the present is the consequence of being socialized together in
past lives. From the innermost, all beings love happiness but hate suffering so the highest aim of
living together is happiness and sharing happiness, Sharing happiness means living together without
discrimination or classification, based on gender or any other kind of arbitrary, and realizing that all
beings, man as well as animal, are taking part in the circle of rebirth that we call SAMSARA. We
have all been related to each other throughout countless numbers of past lives. All of us, as long as
our mind still contain ignorance, are prolonging the continuation of rebirth and will meet each other in

this countless circle of rebirth until NIBBANA is finally reached.



