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ABSTRACT

The aim of the thesis is to find out the Buddha Dhamma in "New Theory", a
project initiated by His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, in order to be applied in daily
life for all. It is a documentary research presented in a descriptive way.

The inspiration of doing the research is that while Thailand's economic crisis
erupted in 2540 B.E. of which some repercussion is still effective today, in
implementation of the 9" National Economic and Social Developing Plan (duration of
2545 - 2549 B.E.). Thai government has put philosophy of "Self-sufficient Economy" as
a core in developing the country. "New Theory" is a concrete form of "Self-sufficient
Economy" philosophy presented by His Majesty to deal with the economic crisis that
erupted at an alarming rate.

The project was welcomed by the government as well as the poor peasants who

had to leave the city to their own land due to that crisis. After being implemented for



some time, some followed all the steps, some applied some part of it, the project has
results in a satisfactory way. Furthermore, scholars from various fields tried to study
more on the philosophy and the "New Theory" in order to enlarge the horizon of
knowledge. Despite the fact that the applications of both are still in narrow circles,
particularly in the group of farmers. In the author's presupposition, the three levels of
philosophy in the "New Theory" which have been developed by scrutiny and for years
should have contained more value and meaning than it has been, particularly when
viewed from a Buddhist perspective. After study on the three levels of the "New Theory"
by a comparison to Buddhadhamma, it was found that there are a close correspondence
between Buddhadhamma and "New Theory" in all of the three levels. Both of them have
the same procedure and lead to the same goal. For example, the contents of the
Ditthadhammikatta-samvattanikkhadhamma are expended by His Majesty into the three
levels of sufficiency, i.e. family community and national level. This level of both is for
promotion to the other two, i.e. Samparayikattha and Paramattha in the respects of
benefit, both of them are for (1) benefit for oneself (2) benefit for others and (3) benefit
for both side together. In other words, benefit for oneself and for society.

The prominent new creation of the "New Theory" is as followings. It arises from
change abstract theory into concrete one, of which is applicable. It emphasizes on
investigation of cause of problem with human intelligence and its aim is for dissolution of
suffering and to live together with other beings harmoniously and sustainably.

The universality is also found in the "New Theory", since the theory is applicable
by all without race, religion, social status or occupation.

The author hopes this work would be a selective one for those interested to be
applied and practiced aptly. Each level of the "New Theory" is a model of Dhamma
practice, which has been overlooked for a long time. The "New Theory" results in
sustenance of living together in all dimensions. Furthermore, the global crisis is urgently

needed to be healed by the "New Theory".
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