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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the aesthetic concepts of Hermann Hesse,
the german writer who won Nobel prize for literature in 1946 , in order to analyze and
criticize the issues conceming beauty , aesthetics attitude , aesthetic experience , work of
art and artist , in his 12 novels and 15 essays corrected in My belief : essays on life and art
; edited by Theodore Ziolkowski ( Thai translation Ma-jak-taang-sai-priouw ).

It was assumed that the understanding the artist s aesthetic concept that created
the work of art by the instinct can integrate the intellectual world with the artist s
emotional world, all this in order to revise the aesthetic adttitude of the modernist culture
that dominates our period , and the crisis in the intellectual and scientific method that
resulted from the Enlightcnment’s philosophy.

Hesse believed that beaufy is transcendental , out of space and time . All
humans who have fine aesthetics attitude can get aesthetic experience through the
observation beautiful objects in the nature , man-made things , such as , work of art as

well as the beauty in the aesthetic of life , such as love .




aesthetics attitude is a psychological state of mind. It relate to beauty when we
get aesthetic experiences without self-interest. 7

All humans can get the aesthetic experience by sensations and inner experience
, such as ideo-sensory, during which it is absorbed in the mind and has effects on the
expression of emotion

According to Leo Tolstoy s art theory , Hesse believed in art as expression , as
the cosmopolitan language that the arfist uses to communicate with us. The evaluation of
a work of art that can bring about the artistic deviding into high or vulgar, is in fact
merely cultural construct. He also believes that art with fine aesthetics attitude is only a
part of process of human self-realization and a pursuit of a new vision ; how to see the
world , also the resuscitation of belief and intellectual in order to bring the well being of
human society. Therefore , work of art and artist should reform in service of life.

The artist as the person who pursues a new vision necessarily should abandon
the old conventional method, therefore artist are usually looked upon as mad persons .

Even though Hesse believed in the objective reality that are the idea which
bring about the world and environmental problems, however he always indicated the
reflective thinking as the individual experience ; not instance knowledge. His aesthetic

concept would have flexible and compound characteristic just as human being .



